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St John Chrysostom’s Exegesis on the Prophet Isaiah:
The Oriental Translations and their Manuscripts

Natalia SMELOVA, Institute of Oriental Manuscripts, Russian Academy of Sciences,
St Petersburg, Russia

ABSTRACT

The article deals with the remarkable exegetical works ascribed to St John Chrysostom
— the Commentary on the Prophet Isaiah (CPG 4416) partially preserved in Greek, the
major part existing in Armenian translation only, and the cycle of six homilies on King
Uzziah, ‘In illud: Vidi Dominum’ (Isa. 6:1) (CPG 4417). Although the Greek text of
both of them was studied comprehensively by J. Dumortier and their critical edition
appeared in the early 1980s, the manuscript tradition of the Oriental versions — Arme-
nian and Syriac, which provide important textual evidence, remains uninvestigated.
The article aims to examine the features of Syriac and to some extent of Armenian
manuscripts, which have preserved these valuable pieces of patristic thought, and to
provide a preliminary solution for some historical and philological puzzles connected
with the texts.

The Christian tradition has regarded the book of Isaiah as a prediction of the
coming of Christ and has attached particular significance to it.! This approach
follows the practice described in the Gospel text when Christ Himself chose to
interpret the prophecy of Isaiah in a synagogue in order to proclaim that it
has been fulfilled (Luke 4:16-21). The Evangelists connect many episodes in the
life of Christ with the words of Isaiah. Along with the Psalms it is the
Old Testament text most frequently used in the Gospels.> A large number of
commentaries on the book of Isaiah were produced during the Patristic period.
The main genres of exegetical literature were fairly detailed commentaries, brief
scholia and homilies which were often more moralistic rather than strictly theo-
logical in character. An occasion for these latter could be provided by either a
liturgical reading in the church or by a feast day in some way connected to the
text. Some of these interpretations have been lost and we only learn about their
previous existence from references in early Christian writers. Some have been

' T would like to gratefully acknowledge generous help of Nikolai Lipatov-Chicherin and Zara
Pogossian.

2 More on this subject see in Joseph Blenkinsopp, Opening the Sealed Book: Interpretations
of the Book of Isaiah in Late Antiquity (Grand Rapids and Cambridge, 2006).

Studia Patristica LXVII, 295-309.
© Peeters Publishers, 2013.



296 N. SMELOVA

preserved in fragments in catenae or in quotes by other authors. Some are extant
only in translations, yet there are those which are available in the original Greek.?

One of the most remarkable commentaries on the book of Isaiah belongs
to St John Chrysostom. This commentary is a substantial work consisting of 64
chapters (CPG 4416). Chapter I to chapter VIII, verse 10 have been preserved
in Greek, while all the remaining chapters (chapter VIII, verse 11 to chapter
LXIV) are only known in Armenian translation. The Greek section was pub-
lished for the first time, without translation, by Henry Savile (1610/12) — his
Greek text was reprinted by Fronton du Duc (1616/21) with Latin translation
by a Carthusian monk Gottfried Tilmann; in 1724 Bernard de Montfaucon
undertook another edition of the Commentary as part of John Chrysostom’s
Opera Omnia, the second edition of his text was later reprinted by Jaques Paul
Migne in Patrologia Graeca.* A modern critical edition of the Commentary as
well as its study was undertaken by Jean Dumortier.’

There are nine Greek manuscripts from the 10" to the 16" century preserved
in European collections. All of them contain the 8 first chapters of the Com-
mentary only, and two manuscripts — Marcianus gr. 87 from approximately the
12" cent. and Vaticanus Ottobonianus gr. 7 from after 1543 (the latter bearing
witness of textual dependence on the former and belonging to the same group
of texts) — preserved a final note, which reads: ‘Up to here one finds this initial
part of the [work] by the blessed and most holy Archbishop of Constantinople
John Chrysostom presented in Greek characters, and from here it is [written]
with signs (310 onueiov)’.® J. Dumortier suggested that the word ‘signs’
(ompeia) indicates symbols used in shorthand record of the work, which would
then reflect the long tradition of applying this term to tachygraphy.’

Indeed, one of the earliest examples of use of the expression d10 onueiov
is attested in Cicero’s Letter to Atticus (XIII 32. 3; 45 BCE) where he uses this

3 See Mauritius Geerard, Franciscus Glorie, Clavis Patrum Graecorum (Turnhout, 1987), 5,
126-7: In Isaiam.

4 Tob &v ayioig ITatpog fucdv " Iwavvov dpyiemiaicorov Kovatavtivovndlews tob Xpvaooto-
Hov ta bproxdueva, ed. Henry Savile (Etonae, 1610/12), 1, 1016-86; ibid. (Etonae, 1612), 8, col.
133-42 (notes by H. Savile, Johann Andreas Bose, Thomas Allen); Sancti Patris nostri loannis
Chrysostomi archiepiscopi Constantinopolitani, Homiliae et Commentarij in Psalmos Dauidis, in
Esaiam, et de aliquot alijs Prophetarum locis, ed. Fronton du Duc (Lutetiae Parisiorum, 1616/21),
3, 640-767; Tob év ayioic Ilatpog fudv ’lwavvov tob Xpvaoatopov ta ebpiokoueva navza, ed.
Bernard de Montfaucon (Parisiis, 1724), 6, 1-95; 2™ ed.: [same title] (Parisiis, 1835), 6, 1-108,
this edition was reprinted with supplement in PG 56, 11-94.

5 Jean Chrysostome, Commentaire sur Isaie, ed. Jean Dumortier, SC 304 (Paris, 1983).

¢ “Emg 08¢ &v EAANVIKOIC Ypappacty ebpetat éviebeica 1 mpobempia abtn Topd Tod
pokapiov Kol ayltowtdtov 1oL dpyleniokonov Kovotaviivovnolems lodvvou tob Xpucoo-
OOV 47O 0¢ &vtevbev o onpeiwv, Commentaire sur Isaie (1983), 11.

7 Jean Dumortier, ‘A propos du Commentaire sur Isaie de Saint Jean Chrysostome’, REG 95
(1982), 174-7; J.B. Dumoriter, ‘La version arménienne du Commentaire sur Isaie de Jean Chrysos-
tome’, SP 17,3 (1982), 1159-62; Commentaire sur Isaie (1983), 11-4.
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Greek expression (along with other Graecisms) which must have been well
familiar to him as well as to his addressee.® There is a discussion in literature
(mainly, among German scholars of the beginning of the 20" century) whether
or not Cicero’s 410 onpeiowv meant shorthand in this particular case.” The
polemics was summarised by Herbert Boge who concluded that the expression
must have been used by Cicero in the sense of ‘hints’ rather than tachygraphy; '°
likewise D.R. Shackleton Bailey interpreted d10 onpeimv in his edition of
Cicero’s Letters to Atticus as ‘in abbreviation’.!! Nevertheless the use of this
Greek idiom for tachygraphy supported by O. Morgenstern, F. Preisigke and
V. Gardthausen seems to be better reasoned and more plausible.

An additional argument in favour of Cicero’s familiarity with tachygraphic
signs is provided by Plutarch’s biography of Cato the Younger. Here we find
the description of Cicero as a consul having arranged Cato’s speech in the
Senate against the supporters of Catiline to be recorded by clerks taking short-
hand notes, and even having instructed them in tachygraphy:

This is the only speech of Cato which has been preserved, we are told, and its preservation
was due to Cicero the consul, who had previously given to those clerks who excelled in
rapid writing instruction in the use of signs, which, in small and short figures, com-
prised the force of many letters; these clerks he had then distributed in various parts of
the senate-house. For up to that time the Romans did not employ or even possess what
are called shorthand writers, but then for the first time, we are told, the first steps toward
the practice were taken’ (Cato Min. 23, 3-4).1?

8 “Et quod ad te <de> decem legatis scripsi parum intellexi<sti>, credo quia o6 anueiwy
scripseram’, Cicero’s Letters to Atticus, ed. David Roy Shackleton Bailey (Cambridge, 1966), 5,
176-9.

° There were three main opinions: O. Morgenstern, F. Preisigke and V. Gardthausen clearly
stated that 610 onpeiov meant here nothing but tachygraphic signs: Otto Morgenstern, ‘Cicero
und die Stenographie’, Archiv fiir Stenographie (hereafter Arch. Sten.) 56 NF 1 (1905), 4-6;
Friedrich Preisigke, ‘Das onpetov’, Arch. Sten. 55 NF 1 (1905), 305-12; Victor Gardthausen,
‘Geschichte der griechischen Tachygraphie’, Arch. Sten. 57 NF 2 (1906), 3-5. P. Mitzschke
assumed that these might be digits: Paul Mitzschke, ‘Zu Ciceros Ausdruck “d1t onpeiov”: I,
Arch. Sten. 57 NF 2 (1906), 227-8; while W. Weinberger proposed the meaning ‘hints’: Wilhelm
Weinberger, ‘Zu Ciceros Ausdruck “d10 onpeiov”: 11, Arch. Sten. 57 NF 2 (1906), 228. Accord-
ing to some other scholars, onpeio here might have had a meaning of cryptograms, Julius Woldemar
Zeibig, Geschichte und Litteratur der Geschwindschreibkunst (Dresden, 1878), 26; Karl Faulmann,
Geschichte und Litteratur der Stenographie (Wien, 1895), 13.

10 Herbert Boge, Griechische Tachygraphie und Tironische Noten: Ein Handbuch der antiken
und mittelalterlichen Schnellschrift (Berlin, 1973), 43-45.

"' Cicero’s Letters to Atticus (1966), 179, 351.

12 tovtov pévov Gv Katov eine Stacdlecbai pact tov Adyov, Kiképovog tod tmdtov
ToUG dtapépovtag dELTNTL TOV YPUPEOV oNUETH TPodLdAEavVTOg &V HIKpolg Kal Bpayéot
TOTOLS TOAADY YPOppdT®V EXOvia dOVaULY, £ita AoV GALOYOGE TOD Povievtnpiov
omopadnVv EUParovtog. ovmm yap fiokovy 00d” EKEKTNVTO TOLG KOAOLUEVOLS CNUELOYPU-
Qovg, GAAG tOTE MpdTOV €ig T VoG TL KatacTtival Aéyovoty, Plutarchi vitae parallelae, ed.
Konrad Ziegler (Lipsiae, 1964), 2/1, 50; English text is quoted from Plutarch’s Lives, with an
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A similar expression 610 onpeiov can be found in a private letter of 27 AD
(Oxyrhynchus papyrus 293), although its exact meaning here remains unclear.'?
Later on, the word onpetov and its derivatives became clearly associated with
tachygraphy. Thus, another Oxyrhynchus papyrus (724; 155 AD) being a curi-
ous example of a contract of apprenticeship to a shorthand writer, contains
various forms of the words onueiov and onueloypaogc.'* Along with two
other nouns, tayvypaeog and d&vypapog, the word onpeloypaog was
widely used to designate a shorthand writer, as appears from the tombstone
inscriptions from Eumeneia (Isikli, Denizli Province, Western Anatolia, Tur-
key) and Amisos (Samsun, Samsun Province, Black Sea Coast, Turkey) dating
back to the 2" or 3™ century AD.!> In some treatises from the Galenic corpus
(e.g. in De libris propriis, De praegnotione ad Epigenem, and De propriorum
animi cuiuslibet affectuum dignotione et curatione) one can find a clear state-
ment (with minor variants) on tachygraphy: ‘10 onueiov €ig téyog Roknué-
v Ypaeety’ (‘to write fast with [shorthand] signs”).!® Finally, it is noteworthy
that Diogenes Laértius (II 48) uses the derivative participle dbroconpel®cd-
pevoc when describing Xenophon taking notes, presumably shorthand ones, of
Socrates’ speeches.!”

There are some pieces of evidence that tachygraphy was a form of preservation
and circulation of some canonical and patristic texts. Socrates Scholasticus,
Sozomen and others left numerous accounts on the work of tachygraphs taking
notes during the debates at the councils and writing down sermons as they were
pronounced by preachers, particularly by St John Chrysostom.'® The very title
of Chrysostom’s cycle of 34 homilies on Hebrews can provide a clear evidence
of preservation of his works in the form of tachygraphic record and its subsequent
publication by another person. The title reads: ‘The Commentary on the Epis-
tle to Hebrews [of Our Holy Father Saint John Chrysostom] edited according

Eng. trans. by Bernadotte Perrin (Cambridge and London, 1919), 8, 289-91. See also H. Boge,
Griechische Tachygraphie (1973), 88-90; Commentaire sur Isaie (1983), 12, ref. 1.

13 oddepiov potv gactv anécteirag mept OV ipatiov obte S ypamtod ovte did
onpe<i>ov..., The Oxyrhynchus Papyri, ed. Bernard P. Grenfell and Arthur S. Hunt (London,
1899), 2, 293.

14 Ibid. (1904), 4, 204-5.

5 H. Boge, Griechische Tachygraphie (1973), 82-3, 132.

16 Ibid. 92-3.

17 Kai mpdrog dbnoonuelwodpuevog ta Aeyopeva gig avlpodnovg fyayev, "Anopvnpo-
vebuata émvypayac, Diogenis Laertii Vitae philosophorum, ed. Miroslav Marcovich (Stutgar-
diae, 1999), 1, 126.

18 Alfred Wikenhauser, ‘Der hl. Chrysostomus und die Tachygraphie’, Arch. Sten. 58 NF 3
(1907), 268-72; id., ‘Beitriage zur Geschichte der Stenographie auf den Synoden des vierten Jahr-
hunderts n. Chr.’, Arch. Sten. 59 NF 4 (1908), 4-9, 33-9; id., ‘Kleine Beitrdge zur Geschichte der
antiken Stenographie’, Arch. Sten. 62 NF 7 (1911), 1-6, 57-64. See further discussion on the
subject in the article of Nikolai Lipatov-Chicherin, ‘Preaching as the Audience Heard it’, SP 64
(2013), 277-97.
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to the [tachygraphic] signs after his death (lit. ‘falling asleep’), by Constantine,
a priest in Antioch’.!” Likewise, the copyist of Chrysostom’s Commentary on
Isaiah, who left the above-mentioned note, most probably used the expression
d1a onpeiov to refer to a shorthand record. But this conclusion still leaves
some questions which we’ll discuss below.

The Armenian translation of the Commentary was published in 1880 on the
basis of a considerably damaged manuscript on cotton paper written in ‘middle
erkat‘agir’ of approximately the 12" century, which was said to be preserved
in the Mekhitarists’ collection in Venice (Saint Lazarus Island in the Venetian
Lagoon).?’ The manuscript is mutilated, lacking the introduction, chapters I 1 —
I 1; XXI2 - XXX5, and the final chapters LXV — LXVI. Three other manu-
scripts from the Armenian Patriarchate in Jerusalem containing different parts
of the Commentary became later known and filled some lacunae in the previ-
ously published text.?! Few years after the first edition A. Tiroyan published
the Latin translation of the whole Commentary (with the exception of chapters
XXI2—-XXX5 and LXV — LXVI) having borrowed the Latin text of I 1 — VIII
10 from Montfaucon’s edition.?? Following the Mekhitarists’s notes in the edi-
tion of the Commentary, N. Akinian showed that the Armenian text is quite
archaic and goes back to the 5" century.?’

19 [Tod &v yloig Matpoc Audv "Todvvov dpylenickortov Kovotaviivourolemg 1o
Xpvoootopov] Epunveia gig v npog ‘Efpaiovg Enictolny, éktebeicn and onpeiov
HETO TNV Koipunowv adtov, tapt Kovetavtivov npecPutépov "Avtioyeiag (PG 63, 9-10);
see also: Jean Dumortier, ‘Une énigme chrysostomienne: le commentaire inachevé d’Isaie’, in
Universitas: Philosophie, Théologie, Lettres, Histoire, Questions d’aujourd’hui, MSR 34 (1977),
43-7.

20 b[llll[lbl/lnjil {’))Ill[[lll[l[l"L nul[b[lb[lluil/l U[T[[[I"L[(}IIL[I bllluijUJ l;LU[T[fLU[Ith (“I‘I]ﬁhlll[lll, 1880)
(Blessed John Chrysostom’s Commentary on the Prophet Isaiah [Venice, 1880]). According to
N. Akinian, description of this manuscript is included in an unpublished catalogue of the Venetian
collection, however for the time being I was unable to identify it in Sarghissian’s published cata-
logue. See Basile Sarghissian, Grand catalogue des manuscrits arméniens de la bibliothéque des
PP. Mekhitaristes de Saint-Lazare, vol. 2 (Venise, 1924) (in Armenian).

21 MSS 327 (Maku, 1406 AD), 1853 (no date), and 2837 (Calcutta, 1847 AD); Norair Bogha-
rian, Grand Catalogue of St James Manuscripts (Jerusalem, 1967) (in Armenian), 2, 200-1 (MS
327); ibid. (1972), 6, 236-8 (MS 1853); ibid. (1979), 9, 50-1 (MS 2837); see also [Anon.],
‘U.ﬁmlm.] limulill ﬂul{hplﬁpulﬁb bl.llllj]]lllj llll].llil}lll[l]]lllﬁ pmpqlimﬁlu]ahﬁ]:ﬁ’, U[TII[I 7 (1933) (‘Unpub—
lished parts of the Golden Age [i.e. 5" century — N.S.] translation of Chrysostom’s [Commentary]
on Isaiah’, Sion 7 [1933]), 330—7; U.Fq U.thnllulnuﬁ, ‘Bnqhmﬁﬁnl nulililllillluﬁll bl.lm']lilll‘l l“]liﬁllllalilllﬁ
lll.llJ pulllqdmﬁmlahmﬁ ﬁnpluqllun ﬁluuﬂ...’, U[mil 9 (1935) (Abg. Avetisean, ‘The newly discovered
part of John Chrysostom’s Commentary on Isaiah’, Sion 9 [1935]), 21-24; Commentaire sur Isaie
(1983), 12-3,n. 2

22 In Isaiam prophetam interpretatio nunc primum ex Armenio in Latinum sermonem a patri-
bus Mekitharistis translata (Venetiis, 1887).

2 ‘l,]:[ml:u UJ.]I]E]:UJE, ‘Blll.lhmﬁﬁm ﬂull]:Flzpmﬁll bum]l:lu] UIZI-]GHL[UI'ILGE lll.l.l] ﬁmmhﬁmqpmphmﬁ
iLy’, Handes Amsorya, ZAPh 48 (1934), 43-55; summary: Nerses Akinian, ‘Des hl. Johannes
Chrysostomus Kommentar zu Isaias in der armenischen Literatur’, ibid., 96; Commentaire sur
Isaie (1983), 14.
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The problem of authenticity of the Armenian section of Chrysostom’s Com-
mentary became a subject of discussion soon after its publication. In 1900 Prof.
Ivan Troitskiy of the St Petersburg Ecclesiastical Academy wrote in his intro-
duction to the Russian translation of the entire work of Chrysostom that the two
parts of the Commentary were not composed simultaneously.?* Already Le
Nain de Tillemont and Montfaucon assumed that its first section was composed
by Chrysostom in the time before his priesthood, i.e. before 386 AD.? Troits-
kiy suggested that Chrysostom stopped this work after his ordination and
returned to it many years afterwards, during his exile to Asia Minor in 404-407.

According to Troitskiy, the authenticity of the entire Commentary is unques-
tionable. There are features in the Armenian section which are very charac-
teristic of indisputable works of Chrysostom, such as criticism of heretics —
Eunomius and Macedonius, of Judaism, and also of luxury, riches, as well as
profligacy and other sins. There are some common places in the Commentary
and Chrysostom’s homilies on Matthew and Epistles of St. Paul. The opinion
was shared by L. Dieu who came to the same conclusion on the authorship
of the Commentary in 1914 (although his article was published in 1921).2
Dieu paid special attention to the exegetical method of Chrysostom, which is
more elaborate in the Armenian section where Chrysostom uses widely the
versions of Aquila, Symmachus and Theodotion as well as the Hebrew Bible.
This means, first, that he might have had Origen’s Hexapla at hand, and sec-
ond, that he considerably developed his method of exegesis and acquired more
experience in it.

Jean Dumortier in his articles as well as in the critical edition of the Greek
section expresses a doubt about the authenticity of the Armenian part.”’ His
main argument is a note found in the Venetian Armenian manuscript after
chapter VIII 10: ‘Up to here we have found the writing of blessed John in
his own hand in Greek’.?® According to Dumortier, this is a partial translation
of the note found in the two Greek manuscripts (although it doesn’t include
its second part with the key expression ‘010 onpeiov’) indicating that the
Commentary after VIII 10 was preserved in the form of shorthand record in the
Greek protograph, just like the exegetical homilies on the Epistle to Hebrews.

2 Teopenusa ceamozo omya nawezo Moanna 3aamoycma, apxuenuckona Koncmanmuron-
04bcK020, 6 pycckom nepesode (C.-Iletepoypr, 1900) (The Works of Our Holy Father Saint John
Chrysostom Translated into Russian [St Petersburg, 1900]), 6, 1, V-VIIL

25 Louis-Sébastien Le Nain de Tillemont, Mémoires pour servir a I’ histoire ecclésiastique des
six premiers siécles (Paris, 1706), 11, 90; *Iodvvou To0 XpucoGTopoL T DPLOKOUEVE TAVTO
(1835), 6, 11.

26 L. Dieu, ‘Le commentaire arménien de S. Jean Chrysostome sur Isaie (ch. VIII-LXIV) est-
il authentique?’, RHE 17 (1921), 7-30.

27 J.B. Dumortier, ‘La version arménienne’ (1982), 1162; Commentaire sur Isaie (1983), 11-4.

2 ‘U‘I‘lﬁ)ll glll]l.llll.l.l]]‘l qmmf l'u[ml] dl:nm.]f (Hﬂ:ml bpmﬁhln]ﬁ Snhwhlin (sic! = N.S.) JnLﬁmptﬁ:’,
BmifGubihine Nulbpbpwip UEyhnfdpi (1880), 102. ‘Hactenus invenimus scriptum graece ipsismet
manibus S. Joannis Chrysostomi’, In Isaiam prophetam interpretatio (1887), 123.
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However, unlike the latter, the Commentary on Isaiah VIII 10 — LXVI remained
unknown and unpublished in the Greek tradition and there is no other evidence
of survival of its Greek text in any form (either shorthand or not). It seems to
me doubtful that no one took responsibility and was able to transcribe and
publish this important exegetical work of such an authority as John Chrysos-
tom, which circulated in the form of shorthand record. It should also be pointed
out that, as far as I am aware, neither part of the Commentary exists in Syriac
translation.

On the other hand, the full text of the Commentary was well known to the
medieval Armenian writers such as David K obayrec®i (12" cent.) and George of
Skevra, or Skevrac®i (13" cent.) who quoted and used it substantially in their
catenae and commentaries on Isaiah.?® At the time of his exile in Cucusus when
Chrysostom most probably wrote or dictated the second part of his Commentary,
he could have lived in the Armenian-speaking environment. Soon after the com-
pletion of his work it subsequently could have been brought down to Armenia
where it was translated in the course of the 5" century, probably by Eznik
Kotbac©i.?® As a result both the early section and the later one were preserved in
Armenian translation. It is notable that this was exactly during the period of
Chrysostom’s exile that Mesrop MaStoc® has undertaken his expedition to
Northern Mesopotamia and presumably created the Armenian alphabet there.
Thus it is difficult to say whether the Armenians used the newly introduced letters
of Mesrop’s alphabet or another writing system, which was in use before the
creation of the new alphabet. We can surmise that the protograph of those Greek
manuscripts which contain the note and are textually separated as a particular
group could have originated in the Armenian milieu and contained both the Greek
text of chapters I 1 — VIII 10 and a record of the Commentary from the chapter
VIII 11 onwards made by Armenians in whatever script they were using at that
period and which they could easily decipher. A later Greek copyist unfamiliar with
these letters could have interpreted them as regular tachygraphic signs (which he
apparently didn’t know either), thus creating certain confusion. However, without
thorough study of the Armenian manuscripts containing the text of the Commen-
tary it is not possible to make any definitive conclusions.

Closely related to the Commentary on Isaiah are John Chrysostom’s six
homilies on king Uzziah, properly entitled ‘In illud: Vidi Dominum’, or in full,
‘On the words “In the year that king Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon
the throne high and lifted up” (Isa. 6: 1)’ (CPG 4417). The original Greek text

2 These works can be found, in particular, in manuscripts 1758 (1281 AD) and 365 (1299 AD)
from St James’s Monastery (the Library of the Armenian Patriarchate) in Jerusalem. See William
F. Macomber, Final Inventory of the Microfilmed Manuscripts of the St James Monastery, Jeru-
salem (Provo, 1995). See also L. Dieu, ‘Le commentaire arménien’ (1921), 12.

30 Mesrop Djanachian, ‘Les arménistes et les mékhitaristes’, in Armeniaca: Mélanges d’études
arméniennes publiés a I’occasion du 250¢ anniversaire de [’entrée des péres mekhitaristes dans
I'lle de Saint-Lazare (1717-1967) (Venise, 1969), 409.
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of all the six homilies has fortunately survived in a number of manuscripts from
the 9™ to the 16™ century. The editio princeps was produced by H. Savile
(1611/1612); the next edition prepared by F. du Duc included the Greek text
of Savile as well as the Latin translation of the homilies by Erasmus (homilies 1-5)
and the editor himself (homily 6); the next considerable edition was prepared
by B. de Montfaucon (1724) and his text was included in the PG.3! The critical
edition was undertaken by J. Dumortier in 1981.3? Although the homilies are
quite well-studied, there still remain some textual problems in them.

Researching textual history of the cycle, Dumortier highlighted three layers,
or stages, in accordance with the original quantity and sequence of the homilies.
The initial layer consisted of four homilies: 2, 3, 5, and 6 which were pro-
nounced in Antioch in the course of 386-387 AD, as it was demonstrated by
Le Nain de Tillemont.** This archaic tradition is attested by the Armenian
translation of the 5™ century. Intermediate or second layer is characterised by
adding homily 1 to the original collection of four homilies, although this stage
is purely hypothetical as it has no surviving manuscript evidence. The third and
final layer is represented by all known Greek manuscripts as they contain six
homilies: 2, 3, 5, 6 plus 1 and 4, though their order differs.?*

Dumortier’s reconstruction of the earliest stage in the textual history of the
homilies is based on the evidence of the Armenian translation. The text of all
four sermons along with some other Chrysostom’s homilies was published by
the Mekhitarists in 1861.%° The order of the homilies on Uzziah here follows
that of Montfaucon’s edition which is also evident from the concordance in the
end of book (p. [920-921]). Dumortier mentions three manuscripts in Venice
which became the basis of the 1861 edition.’® Although the language features
of the translation may place it in the 5" century, the possibility that the manu-
scripts themselves can be dated to such an early date should be ruled out.
The earliest dated Armenian manuscript is from 862 AD (Four Gospels, the
Mekhitarists’ collection, Venice), and it is highly probable that undated early
manuscripts and fragments, for the most part, belong to the time no earlier than
the 9" century (with the exception of the newly rediscovered Greek-Armenian

3 Jwavvov tod Xpoaoatdpov ta ebpiordueva (1611/1612), 5, 127-60; loannis Chrysos-
tomi..., Homiliae et Commentarij (1616/21), 3, 833-94; ’*Iwdvvov tob Xpvaoatopov ta ebpio-
Koueva wavra (1724), 6, 94-144; 2" ed.: [same title] (1835), 6, 110-66; reprinted in: PG 56,
97-142.

32 Jean Chrysostome, Homélies sur Ozias (In illud, Vidi Dominum), ed. by Jean Dumortier,
SC 277 (Paris, 1981).

3 Le Nain de Tillemont, Mémoires (1706), 11, 39-42, 559-61 (n. 16-7).

34 Homélies sur Ozias (1981), 30-1. See also Jean Dumortier, ‘Les homélies sur Ozias In illud
Vidi Dominum PG LVI 97-142°, SP 12 (1975), 284-93.

35 8/1[[4Lllilill1L nul[b[zb[uufl[l l]numwf//}ilnLtt[oLuﬁ bullvul[nu[nuulu[bmﬁ z§wn£, [ed. by Levond
M. AliSan] (4 kGkwply, 1861) (Sermons of John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople [Venice,
1861]), 385-422.

36 Homélies sur Ozias (1981), 20, 30-1.
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papyrus from approximately the 6" century).’” In the catalogue of manuscripts
in the Mekhitarists’ collection in Venice there are two manuscripts containing
the homilies on Uzziah. One is No. 212 of the 13™ century which contains
homily 6 entitled here ‘On the Seraphim and on repentance’; and another —
No. 228 of 1847 AD (copied from certain 13" century manuscript) containing
homily 3 ‘On the words which said: “The heart of Uzziah was lifted up”...’,
and homily 6 ‘On the words: “And [it] was in the year when Uzziah died” and
on repentance’ (see the titles from the 1861 edition in Appendix 1).3® Thus the
three presumably old Armenian manuscripts which include the text of the four
homilies (2, 3, 5 and 6) still need to be identified and explored.

Another illustration of the initial phase in the history of the cycle on Uzziah
is provided by the Syriac translation (neither mentioned in CPG nor used in the
previous research of the homilies). I came across this Syriac text while working
on the 8" century manuscript of the Homiliae cathedrales by Severus of Anti-
och dispersed between two manuscript collections in St Petersburg (Russian
National Library, Syriac N.S. 10; Institute of Oriental Manuscripts, Syr. 35).%
One part of the Homiliae cathedrales manuscript in the Russian National
Library contains 24 leaves bound together in random order and among them I
identified a leaf (fol. 24) written in the same estrangela script but with minor
palaeographic differences, which let me propose an earlier date for this folio.
On the other hand, the contents as well as stylistic features of a patristic text
preserved on the folio proved that in no way it could be a sermon by Severus
of Antioch. Soon it turned out to be the middle section of homily 5 on king
Uzziah by John Chrysostom and it equally became clear that this leaf belongs
to the late 6™-7" century collection of sixteen Chrysostomian homilies in Syriac
translation (Russian National Library, Syriac N.S. 12).40 This manuscript, in its
turn, was bound together with a collection of homilies by St Gregory of Nazi-
anzus — both of them were brought to St Petersburg by Constantine Tischendorf
in the middle of the 19™ century.

The manuscript consists of 169 parchment folios (plus one folio bound
within a different manuscript) (264 x 170 mm). It contains three homilies
on king Uzziah (2, 3 and 5, according to the Greek sequence) as well as six

37 Michael E. Stone, Dickran Kouymjian, Henning Lehmann, Album of Armenian Paleography
(Aarhus, 2002), 59-60.

3 B. Sarghissian, Grand catalogue (1924), 2, 224 (No. 119), 447 (No. 55-6); see also J. Muyl-
dermans, ‘Répertoire de pieces patristiques d’apres le catalogue arménien de Venise’, Le Muséon
47 (1934), 287.

3 Natalia Smelova, ‘Palacography and Textual Study of some Estrangelo Manuscripts in St Peters-
burg’, in Actes du 10° Symposium Syriacum (Granada, septembre 2008), PdO 36 (Kaslik, 2011),
453-67.

40 Huna B. IMurynesckas, Kamaioe cupuiickux pykonuceit Jlenunzepaoa, TlanecTuHCKTI
coopuuk 6/69 (MockBa-Jlenunrpan, 1960) (Nina V. Pigulevskaya, Catalogue of Syriac Manu-
scripts in Leningrad, Palestinskiy Sbornik 6/69 [Moscow and Leningrad, 1960]), 95-9.
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homilies ‘On the priesthood’, a word against Gainas (sermon ‘Cum Saturninus
et Aurelianus’), the ‘Letter of consolation’ and some other sermons. The table
of contents (fol. 1v) has the title: ~alsirm = <im < haaran

qa.-k Qo aamard @umas ;i <na\). (‘In this volume are con-
tained various sermons of blessed Mar John, bishop of Constantinople’). In the
erased colophon (fol. 169r) I was only able to make out the Lord’s prayer in
Syriac from a few scarcely readable words, but we don’t have the date or the
name of the scribe so far. The manuscript contains plenty of corrections (previ-
ous words or lines erased with new text written above them) — some of them
were made in the same time when the manuscript was written, but some are
obviously later. Moreover, it is clear that the first four quires of this manuscript,
which include three sermons ‘On the priesthood’, are probably somewhat later
than the rest of it, they are written in a different hand and with a different ink
containing carbon black pigment. The layout of the text on those pages is also
somewhat different.

Another evidence for the Syriac translation of the homilies on Uzziah is the
British Library manuscript Add. 14612 — a West Syrian anthology from the late
6™ or early 7" century.*! It is a bulky parchment volume of 255 folios. The
collection is entitled ,in ~<n\<a oia ~r.ion o [To]ha deaia
+ oalaari\ N\ miol aamiard @umas (‘A volume of exegetical homi-
lies*? of the Divine Teacher Saint John, Bishop of Constantinople’) (fol. 1v),
although it includes not only exegetical works and not only by Chrysostom.
There are plenty of extracts from both Syriac and Greek authors: Ephrem the
Syrian, Isaac of Antioch, Basil the Great, Gregory of Nazianzus and Gregory
of Nyssa, Epiphanius, Cyril of Alexandria, as well as Jacob of Sarug (Jacob of
Batnae), Philoxenos of Mabbug and Severus of Antioch. It also includes five
letters of Macarius and a fragment of the Ecclesiastical History by Theodoret.
All these works are arranged according to certain theological topics but the
general plan behind the composition still remains obscure. The scribal note
(fol. 255r) informs that the scribe’s name is Theoctistus (A 0\ ar<N), but
here, again, no date is given. The British Library manuscript contains three
homilies on King Uzziah (2, 3 and 5) grouped together (fol. 201r-213v) and the
final sixth homily entitled ‘On the Seraphim’ presented separately (fol. 235v-240r)
after the ‘Letter of consolation’ and a number of other exegetical texts of
Chrysostom.

The collation of the two manuscripts has shown that they both include the
same Syriac version (translation) of the Chrysostomian homilies on Uzziah and
even the same recension with minor variants. However, they demonstrate no

41 William Wright, Catalogue of Syriac Manuscripts in the British Museum (London, 1871),
2, 696-701 (DCCLII).

42 The word ~=ax_ia, lit. ‘interpretation’, is widely used in West Syrian homiliaries where
it usually designates ‘exegetical homily’.
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direct connection with each other. In many cases the manuscript from St Peters-
burg adds some auxiliary words missing from that of the British Library — this
mainly applies to the personal pronouns and the verb <am. Sometimes the
gender of a demonstrative pronoun is erroneously changed from masculine to
feminine (,o» — adn); and there are variations in using adjectives, e.g. Rusay
instead of ~hn.=ne. Such is the nature of the most variant readings. Judging by
its contents, the homiliary from St Petersburg may be of Melkite rather than
West Syrian origin and although its exact provenance is unknown it may well
have been brought by C. Tischendorf from St Catherine’s Monastery on Sinai.

The titles of the homilies are identical in both Syriac manuscripts (with the
only variant) although they differ from those in the Greek and Armenian ver-
sions (the latter renders the original text very precisely, although it is difficult
to say whether the titles as they appear in the 1861 edition were taken from
manuscripts or they were corrected by the editors in accordance with Mont-
faucon’s Greek text). A list of comparative titles (see Appendix 1) shows
clearly that the three homilies on Uzziah (2, 3 and 5) in Syriac tradition were
supposed to be placed one after another and testify to the initial phase in the
textual history of the Uzziah cycle.

One of the most representative features in patristic translations is the way of
quoting the Bible. The New Testament quotations in the Syriac text of the hom-
ilies do not correspond entirely to any of the existing Syriac versions, thus it is
difficult to say whether the phraseology is more likely to follow the Vetus Syra
or Pesitta — this can be illustrated by a free quotation from John 5:43 included
in homily 2 (see Appendix 2). Both Syriac manuscripts provide a curious read-
ing — the expression ,o~’x oxaes (‘in the name of my father’) is rendered as
»o~ y»=neo (‘in my name, [that of] my father’). However, in this case it seems
to be a scribal error rather than a questionable theological interpretation.

The Old Testament quotations are even more fundamental and representative
as some of them provide the subject for the homilies. The quotation from
Isa. 6:1-2 in homily 2 corresponds to the PeSitta almost perfectly with the
exception of one notable case. In the description of the Seraphim who are pre-
sent and standing ca= \s\ (‘above Him’) (Pesitta; Isa. 6:1-2), it is interpreted
in the homily as ,oa3as (‘around Him’) in accordance with the expression
KOUKA® a0Tov in the Septuagint and the Greek homily which renders the LXX
text precisely (see Appendix 2). ca M\ can be potentially understood as
‘above it’ (i.e. the throne), since Syriac ~iaa is masculine. The only clue
here is provided by the LXX text — as we read in the previous passage: 6 oikog
¢ 06ENG avtov, then adTob in the following verse should also refer to God
rather than His throne.

Quite different is the character of quoting of the 2Chr. (2Paralipomenon)
26:16, where the actual story of King Uzziah is narrated: ‘When he [King
Uzziah] was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction: for he trans-
gressed against the Lord his God, and went into the temple of the Lord to burn
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incense upon the altar’. Here homilies 3 and 5 follow two different sources
rather than the Pesitta version of the 2Chr. — first, the Greek text of the homi-
lies plus the LXX, and second, the Pesitta text of Ps. 130:1 (see Appendix 2).
Besides many differences in phraseology, one of the key words 7| kapdia is
interpreted in the PeSitta as ~sai (spirit) while everywhere else it is translated
literally as =\ (‘heart”).

The question of style and dating of the Syriac translation of Chrysostom’s
homilies on Uzziah can be approached using the criteria proposed by Sebastian
Brock.** The translation is quite accurate and precise though the Syriac sen-
tences do not follow the structure of the Greek ones — they are restructured
quite often to such an extent that the translation may be characterised as close
paraphrase. In the same time, the translation is not expanded considerably with
the interpreter’s own commentaries just like some other early patristic trans-
lations.** Thus I can suppose that it cannot be later than the 6" century and
probably not earlier than the late 5" century (although this is a tentative dating).
Another important question which is still to be examined is which of two tex-
tual families (established by Dumortier) served as a basis for the existing Syriac
version.® At the moment the homilies on Uzziah were identified in two Syriac
manuscripts only, although the possibility of finding another recension in unex-
plored manuscripts cannot be excluded. One should consider a greater number
of manuscripts containing Chrysostom’s other exegetical homilies, especially
his Homilies on John where, as Jeff Childers showed it, reflections of at least
three Greek recensions can be identified.*

Coming back to the history and structure of the Uzziah cycle we can con-
clude that the Syriac tradition definitely testifies to the initial stage in the for-
mation of the cycle which goes back to the late 5%-6" century when three
homilies (2, 3 and 5) were in circulation all together, closely related to each
other and in the only Syriac translation. The sixth homily, although it was trans-
lated presumably at the same time, was preserved independently. The Syriac
manuscripts dating to the late 6™-7% century are the earliest pieces of material
evidence for the text of the homilies as the Armenian manuscript tradition still
remains obscure and needs further examination.

43 Sebastian Brock, ‘Towards a History of Syriac Translation Technique’, in III Symposium
Syriacum (1980): Les contacts du monde syriaque avec les autres cultures (Goslar, 7-11 Septembre
1980), ed. René Lavenant, Orientalia Christiana Analecta 221 (1983), 1-14; reprinted in Sebastian
Brock, Studies in Syriac Christianity (Hampshire, 1992).

4 David Taylor, ‘The Syriac versions of St. Basil’s De Spiritu Sancto’, SP 27 (1993), 105-12,
esp. 110.

4 Homélies sur Ozias (1981), 30.

4 See the article by Jeff Childers, ‘Chrysostom in Syriac Dress’, SP 67 (2013), 323-32 (this
volume), as well as some other works of this author, e.g. ‘Chrysostom’s Exegetical Homilies on
the New Testament in Syriac Translation’, SP 33 (1997), 509-16; id., Studies in the Syriac versions
of St. John Chrysostom’s Homilies on the New Testament: with special reference to Homilies 6,
20, 22, 23,37, 62, 83, and 84 on John. D.Phil. thesis (Oxford, 1996) (unpublished).



St John Chrysostom’s Exegesis on the Prophet Isaiah 307

APPENDIX 1:
GREEK, ARMENIAN AND SYRIAC TITLES OF THE HOMILIES ON UZZIAH

[Homily 2]¥

Eig 10 mpoontikov pntév: ‘Kai &yéveto tob éviavtov, ov dnébavev *Oliag 6
Baciredg [eidov OV Kvprov kabfpevov émt Opdvov bymiov kai Ennpuévov]’, kail
3T 00 €T xpoOVoV, 00dE cTol elov &V mapatTpéyely TV [Osiwv] T'pagdv.

b lilllllqllllll:llll.llllﬁ Fﬂlﬁﬁ“bl lTl'll]L ,I'l lIlllll'lLllgﬁ Jlllllllli lﬂ]l’llllL nql’ll]l l]lIlflllJ" lIL ]]l't)]: 1'12

(‘On the prophetic words: “And [it] was in the year when King Uzziah died” and that
it is proper to neglect neither the time nor a single letter of the Scriptures’).

an o .l aas husn s Kami .oy B ,d s s ook
=\ o oo o eite ofia anidon s s < Sl jnasl

R AL EWIEN Ao

(‘Also a homily on what the prophet said: “[It] was in the year when King Uzziah died”
and that it is proper for us neither to leave out imprudently the time when the Holy
Scriptures were made known nor to ignore letters (whatever is written) in them’ [vari-
ant in Syr. N.S. 12: __oc=1 houda e s a single letter in them)]).
[Homily 3]

Eig¢ v piowv todv IMoporemopévov ty Aéyovoay: ¢ Yyodn f kapdia "Ofiov’
Kol TEPL TATELVOQPOGHVNG, Kol &TL xpn un Oappelv tov Evapetov, kol doov
KOoKOV 1] drovota.

Iy Fmﬁ Uﬁmgnpqmgﬁ np wuk h[a]:' ‘leldllmgmL ullpmﬁ ﬂq]uul" IILJUII]I.UC}U lunﬁmphmpkmﬁ-
ke kpk wwpin | ny Llummhmﬁml ]mnmfbﬁmp]uﬁ, ko npfmﬁ sup k mﬁpmpmuumﬁmp]uﬁ:

(‘On the words of the Paralipomenon which said that “the heart of Uzziah was lifted
up”, and about humility, and that it is proper not to rely on [someone’s] virtues, and
[on] how harmful arrogance is’).

Lo oy ;n) muiha L@PLind 1ams LW ad Ky e L it
S hami ara =aao - haoi o i LAk sn o L haseas

(‘Homily on the word said in the Book of Chronicles: “The heart of Uzziah was lifted
up” and on humility, and that one should not rely on [one’s] righteousness, and on how
strong the pride is”).

47 In Appendix 1 the Greek titles are taken from J. Dumortier’s edition, Homélies sur Ozias
(1981), 82 (hom. 2), 104 (hom. 3), 178 (hom. 5), 202 (hom. 6); variants are added in square brack-
ets from the edition of H. Savile, *Iwdvvov T0d Xpvaoatduov ta ebpiordueve (1611/1612), 5, 151
(hom. 5), 155 (hom. 6). The Armenian titles are quoted from the edition 8mf{whline Nullipkpwif
... wnp (1861), 385 (hom. 2), 392 (hom. 3), 404 (hom. 5), 412 (hom. 6); I also used Garegin
Zarbhanalean, Catalogue des anciennes traductions arméniennes (siécles 1V-XIII) (Venise, 1898)
(in Armenian), 596. The titles in Syriac are taken from Syr. N.S. 12, fol. 84r (hom. 2), 88v (hom.
3), 96r (hom. 5), and Add. 14612, fol. 201r (hom. 2), 204r (hom. 3), 209v (hom. 5), 234v (hom. 6).
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[Homily 5]

Eig ta dbmérona tov "Ofiov.

[Variant title: Eig 10 pntov 1o tpogntov "Hoaiov 6 Aéyov: © "Eyéveto tov éviavton,
ob dnéfavev "Oliog & Pacirelc, eidov 1oV Koptov™ kai 1 dnodsiéig, 8t dikaimg
Ehemtpon "Oliag dvaing Oupacoac, dtep ovk EEeott Paciieboly, GAA’ iepevot].

b gl 6 juququ (Iqpw): (‘On the remaining [narrative] about Uzziah’).
*dian Lo h\ R s> (‘“The third homily on Uzziah®).

[Homily 6]

Ei¢ 10 pntov: ‘Koi £yéveto tod &viautod, ob dnébavey *Ofiac & Buciheng’, kai
mEPL LETAVOLOC.
[Variant title: Eic ta cepapeip].

P pwlh “Gr gk "po mwpingl jnpnud dbnwn (Iqpwo’ b Juwul wopug owpoplwb:
(‘On the words: “And [it] was in the year when Uzziah died” and on repentance’).
% @nmas ™ eaio mb 1 el el Loy K= ook

(‘Also a homily on the Seraphim by the same Saint John’).

APPENDIX 2:
SOME EXAMPLES OF BIBLICAL QUOTATIONS

John 5:43 (SBL GNT): éym éAnivba &v 1@ dvopatt To0 matpog 1oL Kol oV Aupl-
Baveté per gav dAiog ELON &v @ OvopaTt T® 1dim, Ekelvov Auyecbe.

Homily 248: "Eym fiA0ov &v 1@ dvopatt tod ITatpog pov, koi odk £56E00TE e v
GArog ELON v Td ovopatt T® 161, Ekeivov ANpyechs.

- ,_uo)nl:.n ~\a o< s uh AR

[Homily 2]*: snes siis Khedh o
,m.u»:\l:u:}c\ Jaxas,

-~

John 5:43 (Pesitta)’: w1 L <o A\ ok (.l:mm ~\o ;o1 s Fuh K
\C\.\:u:k\ o\ mray nrs KAt eler

Isa. 6:1-2 (Pefitta): ~amioa o oki iz oo - <Al ias husy hues

hE hi o L\ asun gaivo ol 5 ;maldar lara (i

\om.d\1 QA . sidoa \om.;anjxs QEA LN . aou 1l @Ay

s ahlis i yaio pin yain oo .= D o100 - avid . oihvoa
< ©l100 taand o

Piaird A dals.

“ Homélies sur Ozias (1981), 98.

4 Syr. N.S. 12, fol. 88r; Add. 14612, fol. 203v.

30 The Sinaitic version sadly has not survived, while the Curetonian text fully agrees here with
the Pesitta, see George A. Kiraz, Comparative edition of the Syriac Gospels (Leiden, 1996), 4, 90.
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[Homily 2]°": ~Amian I ok wimal Juis -l wras Jusn hurs n\ <ama
1 3 QB Wiy ‘hr 00 00m @>ua 7::3 ~aiwa [...] .~larsa . =i
.oinoa 4M1kﬁfm cidhoa .\ocmao_s.'\'a STL RRETSEC N S R T

= i 110 xa10 Falo otRa . n) /m eisa . awib.
Isa. 6:1-2 (LXX): Kai &yéveto 100 éviavtod, ob dnébavey *Ofioug & Paciieng,
sidov 1oV KOprov xabfpevov émi Bpdvov dymiol kol énnppévov, kol TAnpng o
oikog ti¢ 86&nc adtol. kol cépaty sicTiksicay KiKA® adTOD. ..

2Chr. 26:16 (Pesitta): <i=sao oxda ‘:\Sv 0l Znihh - o Kom v 1o
~<=amon v<no'1’)vn C\.nmmk i o) <om .\';o .\

[Homily 31°2: ca=) jihed (rno 0l ots 1a,

[Homily 5]33: AETT m:xl Lihw r\’:.lm s Lishea IEINREN =\ ~ama
meA = b AtV AN ):\3 L onvol i Kom fu ‘pn\~ i o0 arvia
o L Khee,

2Chr. 26:16 (LXX): Kai &g katicyvoev, bymbn 1 kapdia adtod 1ol Kotaedeipat,
kal ndiknoev év Kupim Ocd adtov xai eicAbev gig 1ov vaov Kupiov Oupidoat
émi 10 Buoloostiplov TOV BuplopdTOy.

See Ps. 130:1 (Pesitta): halen o v =i o yal meihhe &\ i
S oioian.

[Homily 313 ;2\ m.idhed <\ iimn.

Ps. 130:1 (LXX): Kbpte, ovy Dydbn pov 1 xapdia...

S Syr. N.S. 12, fol. 85v-86r; Add. 14612, fol. 202r.
32 Syr. N.S. 12, fol. 95r; Add. 14612, fol. 208v.

33 Syr. N.S. 12, fol. 96v; Add. 14612, fol. 209v-210r.
3 Syr. N.S. 12, fol. 95v; Add. 14612, fol. 209r.
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